STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 94-291
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COVM SSI ON
April 30, 1998

GRETCHEN HANSEN ET AL V. STANDI SH ORDER APPROVI NG
TELEPHONE COVPANY STI PULATI ON
Request for Comm ssion |Investigation

Into Local Calling Area of Residents

of Gorhamw th the 642 Exchange and

Request Calling Area of O her

Resi dents of Gorham have with the 839

Exchange

VELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT and HUNT, Commi ssioners

On April 23, 1998, parties Getchen Hansen (|l ead conpl ai nant),
St andi sh Tel ephone Conpany (“the Conpany), New Engl and Tel ephone &
Tel egraph Conpany d/b/a Bell Atlantic, and the Ofice of the Public
Advocate filed a Stipulation in this case. The Tel ephone
Associ ation of Miine and Representative Janice LaBrecque did not
sign the Stipulation but have stated they do not oppose it.

The Stipulation addresses calling area and service territory
i ssues that have been raised in this case. It proposes to provide
t hose custoners located in the Standi sh exchange of the Standi sh
Tel ephone Conpany who reside in the Town of Gorhamw th reduced
rates for calls to the exchanges that are included in the prem um
Basic Service Calling Area (BSCA) for the Gorham exchange of Bel
Atlantic. The reduced rates are contained in an optional calling
pl an known as the “Home Town Plan.” The Stipulation also resolves
an issue raised in the case concerni ng whet her Standi sh Tel ephone
Conpany presently has the authority to serve those custoners. W
find that the resolution of the issues addressed in the Stipulation
are reasonabl e.

We address one matter that is not entirely clear in the
Stipulation. Under the Stipulation, the Home Town Plan is to remain
in effect for one year, starting on June 1, 1998. According to Part
L1TT(A) (3):

At the conclusion of one year, the inpact and
results of the plan will be evaluated to
determ ne custoner acceptance, overall inpact on
t he Conpany, and whet her the Conpany w shes to
extend the plan.

We do not believe that the plan should expire while the
eval uation is going on. Accordingly, we approve the Stipulation on
the condition that the plan will remain in effect after the
expiration of 1 year while the evaluation takes place, for a period
not to exceed 120 days. Subsequent to our deliberations on this
Stipulation, the presiding officer informed Standish Tel ephone of
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this condition, and the Conpany does not object. Extensions of the
Pl an beyond the evaluation period will occur only pursuant to
further Conm ssion order.

Accordi ngly,
ORDERI NG PARAGRAPHS

1. We find that the Stipulation attached hereto is reasonable, and
we approve it and incorporate it into this Oder;

2. To the extent that Standi sh Tel ephone Conpany may | ack
authority to provide tel ephone service to those portions of the Town
of Gorhamthat are shown within the Standi sh exchange boundary, as
represented by the exchange boundary map filed with the Conm ssion
as part of Standish Tel ephone Conpany’s presently approved terns and
conditions, we grant that authority pursuant to the provisions of
35-A MR S. A 88 2102 and 2105;

3. St andi sh Tel ephone Conpany shall file rates and terns and
conditions that conply with the Stipulation and this Order on or
before May 1, 1998;

4. The Home Town Pl an, as described in the Stipulation, and in
Exhibit 1 of the Stipulation shall be in effect fromJune 1, 1998
until May 31, 1999, and thereafter during an eval uation period not
to exceed 120 days; and beyond that period only pursuant to further
order of the Conm ssion;

5. St andi sh Tel ephone Conpany shall file its evaluation of the
Honme Town Plan with the Conm ssion and with other parties wthin the
time limts indicated in Odering Paragraph 4.
6. This docket is closed until the filing required by Ordering
Par agraph No. 5.

Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 30th day of April, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COWM SS| ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COW SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent
Hunt
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NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL

5 MR S. A 8 9061 requires the Public Uilities Comm ssion to
give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding witten notice of the
party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at the
concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of review or
appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an adjudicatory
proceedi ng are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order may be requested
under Section 1004 of the Conm ssion's Rules of Practice and
Procedure (65-407 C MR 110) within 20 days of the date of the
Order by filing a petition with the Conm ssion stating the
grounds upon which reconsideration is sought.

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion may be taken
to the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date of the
Order, a Notice of Appeal with the Adm nistrative Director of
t he Comm ssion, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A 8 1320 (1)-(4) and
the Maine Rules of Cvil Procedure, Rule 73 et seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or issues
i nvol ving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates may be had by
the filing of an appeal with the Law Court, pursuant to 35-A

MR S. A 8§ 1320 (5).

Not e: The attachnent of this Notice to a docunent does not indicate
the Comm ssion's view that the particul ar docunent may be
subject to review or appeal. Simlarly, the failure of the
Comm ssion to attach a copy of this Notice to a docunent does
not indicate the Conm ssion's view that the docunent is not
subj ect to review or appeal.



